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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 31 are pending in tlie application. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
5/19/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 6,279,029 to Sampat et al. [hereinafter Sampat] in view of 
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U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0139157 to Neely et al. [hereinafter 
Neely]. 

6. As to claim 1 , Sampat teaches a system comprising: 
a processor [col. 8, lines 18 - 33]; and 

one or more computer-readable media , the one or more computer readable 
media including [col. 37, lines 47-59]: 

a presentation that includes media content, the media content comprising at least 
one of audio and video content [received audio and video data from the camera, the 
antenna, and the VCR; col. 4, lines 7-23]; 

a media engine to obtain input information from the media content, the input 
information including a descriptor and media type information [media services manager; 
col. 8, lines 58-63]; 

an application to provide the presentation to an output target [server application 
allows the administrator to initialize and configure the server software architecture; col. 
8, lines 46-58 and col. 1 1 , lines 49-53], 

wherein the media engine is further configured to setup at least one transform 
and obtain at least one media sink based on the one or more output presentation 
descriptors to process the presentation for output to the output target [The MSM 
combines the audio and video data as necessary to form channels. Further, the server 
application communicates with the MSM to setup MSP sinks; col. 7, line 62 — col. 8, line 
4 and col. 9, lines 40 - 58]. Sampat does not specifically disclose a destination object 
to receive the input information from the media engine, the destination object further 
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selectively associates the input information with one or more output presentation 
descriptors, and to provide the one or more output descriptors to the media engine and 
an application to provide the presentation to an output target, the application further 
configured to dynamically create the media engine and the destination object 

However, Neely teaches a destination object to receive the input information from 
the media engine [DescriptorManager implements the client-side part of the Descriptor 
Distribution and Invalidation Protocol 36; paragraphs 0067 and 0094], the destination 
object further selectively associates the input information with one or more output 
presentation descriptors, and to provide the one or more output descriptors to the media 
engine [Descriptor Distribution and Invalidation protocol 36 (described in detail in 
conjunction with FIGS. 6 and 7) assures that each user (e.g., the client, services and 
the protocol processes) of the descriptors 30, 32 accesses one and only one copy of 
each descriptor 30, 32; paragraphs 0048, 0049, 0070 and 0094], and an application to 
provide the presentation to an output target [paragraph 0125], the application further 
configured to dynamically create the media engine [each modality transformation 
service 64 is initialized; paragraph 01 10] and the destination object [generates an 
instance of class DescriptorManager; paragraph 0065]. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention Sampat to incorporate the features of 
Neely. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
combination because this provides a process to manage scene graph edit updates from 
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several sources and allows the updates to be distributed to a collaboration of users 
[paragraph 0015 of Neely]. 

7. As to claim 15, Sampat as modified teaches a method for use by an application 
in presenting a presentation, the method comprising: 

selectively providing input information describing media content to be presented 
in the presentation to a destination object in response to an operation by a media 
engine [The Media Service Manager can selectively enable and disable audio and video 
Media Service Providers that feed it the data that will be outputted to clients. When 
enabled, the MSPs feed the data streams into the MSM, which will then place the data 
in the necessary channels to be delivered to clients; col. 10, lines 54 - 67 of Sampat]; 

selectively associating the input information with output information using the 
destination object, the output information enabling the transformation of the presentation 
for output to an output target [each modality transformation service 64 determines, 
based on the values in the fields of the media descriptor object 32 and the 
computational and communication capabilities of each modality transformation service 
64, whether the service 64 can perform the transformation, and if so, how well the 
service 64 can perform the transformation; paragraphs 0054 and 0109 of Neely]; and 

providing output information from the destination object to the media engine 
[Descriptor Distribution and Invalidation protocol 36 (described in detail in conjunction 
with FIGS. 6 and 7) assures that each user (e.g., the client, services and the protocol 
processes) of the descriptors 30, 32 accesses one and only one copy of each descriptor 
30, 32; paragraphs 0048, 0049, 0070 and 0094 of Neely], 
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wherein the media engine provides the presentation to the output target without 
requiring further interaction with the application by selectively obtaining one or more 
transforms and setting up one or more media sinks based on the output information 
[The transformation of the data from the MSP sources into channels and transmitting 
those channels to the appropriate sinks by the MSM; col. 8, line 57- col. 9, line 40 of 
Sampat]. 

8. As to claim 2, Sampat further teaches wherein the destination object exposes an 
application program interface that is used by the application to interact directly with the 
destination object [The Real-Time Media Services Application Programming Interface 
(RMS API) exposed by the MSM; col. 8, lines 33-45]. 

9. As to claim 3, Sampat further teaches wherein the destination object defines 
where and how the presentation is to be presented [col. 8, lines 46-60]. 

1 0. As to claim 4, Sampat further teaches wherein the destination object provides 
output presentation descriptors in the form of an information object, [col. 9, lines 29-40 
and col. 13, line 62 - col. 14, line 55]. 

11. As to claim 5, Sampat further teaches wherein the destination object is to receive 
information associating an input media stream with a presentation output media stream 
[col. 8, lines 46-60]. 

1 2. As to claim 6, Sampat further teaches wherein the destination object contains a 
plurality of sub-destination objects, each sub-destination objects being related to an 
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output media stream to be presented in the presentation [The media service providers 
(IVISPs); col. 9, lines 11-40]. 

1 3. As to claim 7, Sampat as modified the output presentation descriptors in the 
destination object can be changed while the presentation is being presented [paragraph 
0108of Neely]. 

14. As to claim 8, Sampat further teaches wherein the destination object is to signal 
the media engine that output presentation descriptors in the destination object is being 
changed [col. 8, lines 46-60]. 

1 5. As to claim 9, Sampat teaches wherein the destination object is to selectively 
signal the media engine in response to an operation by the application [col. 8, lines 46- 
60]. 

16. As to claim 1 0, Sampat further teaches wherein the destination object resides in 
a computing device and the media sink component resides in another computing device 
[col. 9, lines 1-67 and col. 13, line 62 - col. 14, line 55]. 

1 7. As to claim 1 1 , Sampat further teaches wherein the destination object is to 
selectively provide information to the media engine related to a presentation clock that 
allows the application to control the presentation independently of other media content 
being presented in the presentation [col. 11, lines 1-36]. 
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18. As to claim 1 2, Sampat as modified teaciies wlierein tlie destination object 
exposes an application program interface (API) implementing a method that is defined 
to have: 

an input argument that is a pointer to a descriptor of a stream of media content to 
be presented in the presentation [a tail entry 16 which reference Media Descriptors 32; 
paragraph 0068 of Neely]; 

another input argument that is a pointer to a media type to be used in presenting 
the stream of media content [paragraph 0084 of Neely]; and 

an output argument that is a pointer to an object containing information regarding 
where and how media content is to be presented [col. 7, line 47 - col. 8, line 32; col. 8, 
lines 46-60; and col. 9, lines 41-60 of Sampat]. 

1 9. As to claim 13, Sampat further teaches wherein the destination object exposes 
an application program interface (API) that is selectively used by the application to 
change how many sub-components are contained in the component [col. 8, lines 46-60 
and col. 9, lines 11-40]. 

20. As to claim 14, Sampat as modified teaches wherein the destination object is to 
selectively provide output presentation descriptors for subsequent presentations 
originating from the media source in a "timeline"-style presentation [index 132 
corresponds to the sequence field 138 of one of the plurality of the media descriptors 
32; paragraph 0069 of Neely]. 
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21 . As to claim 28, Sampat furtlner teaches wherein the destination object is to 
selectively provide a series of output presentation descriptors to the media engine for a 
series of presentations that occur during a session [col. 5, lines 35-50 and col. 7, lines 
40-61]. 

22. As to claim 29, Sampat further teaches wherein the destination object selectively 
provides the output presentation descriptors multiple times as part of the series of 
output presentation descriptors [col. 5, lines 35-50 and col. 7, lines 40-61]. 

23. As per Claim 30, Sampat further teaches wherein the destination object is to 
signal the media engine that a connection or change therein has occurred between the 
computing devices [col. 20, lines 30-55]. 

24. As to claim 31 , Sampat further teaches wherein the destination object is to 
receive information associating an input media stream with a presentation output media 
stream without involvement of the application [col. 7, line 47 - col. 8, line 32]. 

25. As to claim 16, Sampat further comprising exposing an application program 

interface that is used by the application to interact indirectly with the media sinks of the 
media engine [col. 8, lines 33-45; col. 9, lines 29-40 and col. 13, line 62 - col. 14, line 
55]. 



26. As to claim 17, Sampat further teaches wherein the destination object contains 
output information used by the media engine to determine where the presentation is to 
be presented [col. 8, lines 46-60]. 
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27. As to claim 18, Sampat further teaches wherein the output information includes 
an output information object, [col. 9, lines 29-40 and col. 13, line 62 - col. 14, line 55]. 

28. As to claim 1 9, Sampat further teaches wherein selectively associating the input 
information with output information includes associating an input media stream with a 
presentation output media stream to be presented in the presentation [col. 8, lines 46- 
60]. 

29. As to claim 20, Sampat further teaches wherein the selectively associating the 
input information with output information includes obtaining output information related to 
a plurality of output media streams for which a given input media stream is intended in 
response to a request from the media engine and returning a collection of the obtained 
information to the media engine [col. 11, line 42 - col. 12, line 65]. 

30. As to claim 21 , Sampat further teaches changing the number of output media 
streams are present in the plurality of output media streams in response to an operation 
by the application [The server application can communicate with the MSM to control 
what "channels" are sent out to the client applications; col. 8, lines 46-60]. 

31 . As to claims 22-24, these claims are rejected for the same reasoning as applied 
to Claims 7-9 and 15, above. 
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32. As to claim 25, Sampat further teaches wherein the presentation is presented in 
a client device and the application resides in a server device [server executes the 
control application and directs the presentation over the network; col. 8, lines 46-60]. 

33. As to claim 26, Sampat further teaches wherein selectively providing output 
information to the media engine includes providing a presentation clock that enables the 
application to control the presentation Independently of other media content being 
presented in the presentation [col. 11, lines 1-36]. 

34. As to claim 27, this claim is rejected for the same reasoning as applied to Claims 
12 and 15. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
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